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W hoshallseparateusfrom theloveofChrist?

T heBeliever’sAssuranceofGod’sAbidingL ove

M essagegivenby Dr.Bernhard KaiserinS panishlanguageat20th W orldCongressofthe

InternationalCouncilofChristianChurchesinP uertoM ontt(Chile)inJanuary 2020

W hoshallseparateusfrom theloveofChrist? S halltribulation,ordistress,orpersecution,or

fam ine,ornakedness,orperilorsw ord? Asitisw ritten,Forthy sakew earekilled alltheday

long;w eareaccounted assheep fortheslaughter.N ay,in allthesethingsw earem orethan

conquerorsthrough him that loved us.ForIam persuaded,that neitherdeath,norlife,nor

angels,norprincipalities,norpow ersnorthingspresent,notthingsto com e,norheight,nor

depth,norany othercreature,shallbe able to separate usfrom the love ofGod,w hich isin

ChristJesus,ourL ord.(R om ans8:35-39)

T heL ordhasappearedofolduntom e,saying,Yea,Ihavelovedtheew ithaneverlastinglove:

thereforew ithlovingkindnesshaveIdraw nthee.(Jerem iah31:3)

L etusstartw ith the olderone ofthese w ords.Jerem iah had to face persecution am ongthe

apostate people ofIsrael.Itw asin the yearsbefore Jerusalem w asdefeated and m any Jew s

w ere and led into the Babylonian exile by N ebuchadrezzar.Asm uch asJerem iah had to

criticize the people ofGod because oftheirsinsand theirapostasy,so m uch could he speak

aboutthe everlastinglove ofGod.God w ould chastise hispeople,butforthe tim e afterthe

exileheprom ised:“ Iw illbetheGodofallthefam iliesofIsraelandthey shallbem y people.”

(Jer31:1).T hisisarem em brance ofthe great prom ise,w hich God had already given to

Abraham andw hichhereiteratedonM ountS inai:“ Iam theL ord,thyGod.” T heunfaithfulness

ofGod’speoplecould notnullify thefaithfulnessofGod,asP aulsays:“ Ifw ebelievenot,yet

heabidethfaithful:hecannotdeny him self” (2T im 2,13).

God’sprom isescontinuedtobevalid,althoughIsraeldidnottakecareofthem ,yes,although

Israelw ent astray and follow ed othergodsand cults.God had m ade acovenant w ith his

people.He gave hisprom isesin alegalform .God’scovenant isthe leading m otive in his

program ofsalvation.Itisalw aysthesam ecovenantsincethetim eofAbraham upuntilnow .

T heblessingw hichGodhad prom ised toAbraham should includeallnations,forw eread:“ …

intheeshallallfam iliesoftheearthbeblessed” (Gen12:3),andP aulsays:“ S othentheyw hich

beoffaith areblessed w ith faithfulAbraham ” (Gal3:9)“ T hattheblessingofAbraham m ight

com e on the Gentilesthrough JesusChrist;that w e m ight receive the prom ise ofthe S pirit

throughfaith” (Gal3:14).

S ow eshouldatfirstspeakaboutthiscovenant,w hichGodhasestablishedw ithhispeople.
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1.T heCovenant

T hesim plefactthatGod hasm adeacovenantw ith m an show sthecondescendenceofGod.

Allah,the idolofthe m uslim s,isso faraw ay,so high,so sublim e that it isunable to get in

contactw ithm an,exceptthatM oham m ed claim sthatAllahhasspokenthroughhim .M anis

justcalledtosubm ithim selftotheprescriptionsoftheKoran.Inm odernnaturalism ,m anhas

apotheosized nature,but nature doesnot speak.It issim ply there.You cannot build up a

personalrelationship to nature. According to the S criptures,m an isable and called to

investigateandtousethecreatedreality.Butnaturecanneverbecom em an’scom panionnor

isitabletoguaranteem an’ssurvival.N eithercanm ansavenature,becauseGod,thecreator,

sustainsand preservescreated reality by hisw ord. Consequently,m an cannot rely upon

createdthingsw ithrespecttohislifeonearthand tothefinalaim ofhislife.

P resently,m an isgenerally tem pted by secularhedonism .S w eetlife,w ellness,luxury,good

relationships,positivefeelingsand lifew ithoutproblem saretheaim w hich m an ispursuing.

Allthisreflectsthe factthat m an loveshim self.But created thingscannot replace personal

love.T hey seem toprom isew ell-being,they canbindone’sheartand m ay lead m antospent

one’slifetogetthem ,butthey cannotreplacethelovingGod.

God him selfin hislove tow ardsfallen m an hasm ade hisow n effortsto lead m an to eternal

bliss,toanew creation,or,asP etersays,“ toaninheritanceincorruptible,andundefiled,and

thatfadeth notaw ay,reserved in heaven” (1P t1:4).In orderthatw e m ay understand w hat

hispurpose isand thatw e m ay be sure thatthiskind ofsalvation islegaland safe,God has

establishedhiscovenantw ithhispeople.

T he covenantisalegalrelationship.God isthe sovereign,and although he could show forth

hisw rath against fallen m ankind and leave m ankind in eternalperdition w ithout doing

anythingillegal,heinhism ercy andlovingkindnesscom m itshim selftom anbyshow ingforth:

Iam the L ord,thy God.By that,he becam e the God ofAbraham ,Isaacand Jacob.By these

w ords,heintroducedhim selftoM osesandrevealedhim selfastheIAM T HAT IAM .By these

w ords,heintroduced him selftohispeopleatM ountS inai.S o itw astheprivilegeofIsraelto

know God,theonly andalm ighty God,w hohadcreatedheavenandearthandw how asgoing

to lead,to defend and to blesshispeople ofthe old covenant.And,finally,Jesuscam e and

introduced him selfby hisIam sayings,thathe isthe good shepherd,the w ay,the truth and

thelifeand stillm ore.

T hecovenantischaracterizedbystabilityandperpetuity.L ookingattheIsraelsunfaithfulness

and God’sw rath,the prophet Isaiah neverthelessiscalled to say:“ Forthe m ountainsshall

depart,and the hillsbe rem oved;butm y kindnessshallnotdepartfrom thee,neithershall

thecovenantofm y peaceberem oved,saiththeL ordthathathm ercy onthee.” (Is54:10).

God’slovehasinparticularbeenrevealedintheN ew Covenant.“ Butthisshallbethecovenant

thatIw illm akew iththehouseofIsrael;Afterthosedays,saiththeL ord,Iw illputm y law in

theirinw ard parts,and w rite it in theirhearts;and w illbe theirGod,and they shallbe m y
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people.And they shallteach no m ore every m an hisneighbour,and every m an hisbrother,

saying,Know theL ord:forthey shallallknow m e,from theleastofthem untothegreatestof

them ,saith the L ord:forIw illforgive theiriniquity,and Iw illrem em bertheirsin no m ore”

(Jer31:33-34).W e cannot go into detailsaboutthe interpretation ofthese sayings.Butthe

m arrow ofthe new covenantisthatthe people ofGod w illknow the L ord and thatGod w ill

forgivethesinsofhispeople.

T hecovenantasalegalrelationship also show sthatGod’srelationshiptom an islaw ful.God

doesnotdosom ethingw rong,w henheforgivessins.M uchm ore,hegivesalegalbasistothis

relationship by doing everything to correspond to hisrighteousness.W hen he presentshis

covenantto usin JesusChristby hisw ord and sacram ent,he tellsusthatChristhasfulfilled

allthe dem andsofhisholy law and that consequently,hissalvation hasgot asolid,law ful

ground.Hebrew s8:8-13 clearly show sthatin Christthenew covenanthasbeenestablished,

and the authorexplicitly refersto the prophecy ofJerem iah.It isofutterim portance that

Christbothbyhislifeasw ellasbyhisdeathhasfulfilledallrequirem entsofGod’slaw .T hrough

hisactive obedience,he haslived hislife w ithoutsin,and by takingupon him selfthe sinsof

the w orld,he died underthe w rath ofGod,w ho punished oursinsin him .Christboth in his

lifeandhisdeathactedasourrepresentative.W hathedid,hedidonourbehalf,becausew e

w ereunabletoachievew hathedid:livingasinlesslifeandcarry thepunishm entforoursins.

T hat’sw hy w eshould speakabouthisvicariousdeath,w hichisnotonly thegreatexpression

ofGod’slove,butalsothelegalground ofthecovenantofgrace.Goddoesnotdosom ething

w rong,ifheforgivesoursins.Hehim selfhasprovidedthegroundofhisforgiveness.

T henew covenantrevealstheknow ledgeofGodinafarbroaderw aythantheO ldT estam ent.

It doesnot only speak about grace and forgiveness,but it revealsthe reality of our

reconciliation.Itshow sGod’sgraceasw ellastheforgivenessofsinsinafarclearerform than

theold covenant.Italsoshow sthatthefulfillm entoftheprom iserefersto thenew creation

and thatresurrection,anew and incorruptible body,isthe gate through w hich the believer

w illenterthenew w orld.Isaiah says:“ T hew ord ofourGod shallstand forever” (Is40:8).S o

the prom ise ofthe covenant isvalid stilland particularly on the otherside,in the w orld to

com e.

2.T heL oveofChrist

P aulsays:“ Forw hen w e w ere yetw ithoutstrength,in due tim e Christdied forthe ungodly.

Forscarcely forarighteousm an w illone die:yetperadventure foragood m an som e w ould

evendaretodie.ButGodcom m endethhislovetow ardus,inthat,w hilew ew ereyetsinners,

Christdied forus” (R om ans5:6-8).By that,w ecan seethattheloveofGod isunconditional.

God doesnotexpectm antodosom ethingtobecom ew orthy oflove.N eitherdoesGod love

m anbecausehehascreatedhim inhisim ageandbecausehethushasgotquasidivinedignity.

He doesnotlove m an,because he needshim to be God.He doesnotlove m an,because he

w antsto live in com pany w ith m an.O n the contrary,m an isasinner;m an hasfallen aw ay

from God,and it ism an’snature to revolt against God.M an – Iam now speaking about
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ourselves– m uchm oredeserveseternalpunishm ent.Hedeservestobecutofffrom life.And

infact,throughAdam ’ sin,m anhasalready beensentencedtodeath.

It isonly because ofGod’sm ercy w ith sinfulm an,that m an can be saved.It isGod’sfree

decision.God isnotobliged todosaveus;nothingcom pelshim toturnto m an in love.N ow ,

w eshouldnotspeakaboutGod’sloveinpsychologicalterm s,asifGodfeltsym pathy w ithhis

enem iesorasifhe w ere enriched by ourpresence.N o,salvation isentirely undeserved;w e

donotgiveany reasontobecom ehisbeloved children.S alvationisby gracealone.T hus,the

loveofGodexistsparticularly thereinthathebearsus,w hoaresinfulfolks,inhism ercy.T hat

istoleranceatitsbest.

Godbythatnotonlyw antstoshow hism ercy,butalsotherichesofhisglory.P aulsays:“ W hat

if God,w illing to shew hisw rath,and to m ake hispow er know n,endured w ith m uch

longsuffering the vesselsofw rath fitted to destruction:And thathe m ightm ake know n the

richesofhisglory on the vesselsofm ercy,w hich he had afore prepared unto glory” (R om

9:22-23).Here w e can see the leading m otive ofGod forhislovingkindness: It isto m ake

know ntherichesofhisglory.

Allthisexcludesanyhum ancontributiontoone’ssalvation,justasw eread:“ Iw illhavem ercy

on w hom Iw illhave m ercy,and Iw illhave com passion on w hom Iw illhave com passion.S o

then itisnotofhim thatw illeth,norofhim that runneth,butofGod that shew eth m ercy”

(R om 9:15-16).God’slovetothesinnerisunconditional.

T hisbecom esvisibleparticularly by thefactthatChristhasdiedforusandthusreconciledus

w ithGodlongbeforew ecoulddoanything,infact,longbeforew ecam etobe.W henw ew ere

born,let’ssay in the forties,fiftiesorsixtiesofthe lastcentury ifw e lookatthe olderones

am ong us,Christ had already saved usnearly tw o thousand yearsearlier.He hassaved us

w ithoutourcontribution,w ithoutourconsent,w ithoutourconversion,w ithoutourdecision.

Butw ith oursins,because God hasm ade him to be sin forus,he im puted alloursinsupon

Christ,“ thatw e m ightbe m ade the righteousnessofGod in him ” (2Cor5:20).O ursalvation,

ourrighteousnessisthusfully accom plished inChrist.

A fam oussayingoftheR om anCatholicteacherT hom asAquinasruns:Goddoesnotjustify us

w ithoutus(Deusnosnonsinenobisiustificat).Hew antstostressby that,thatw ithoutm an’s

consentand w ithoutm an’sapplication to the grace ofGod,m an cannotbe saved.ButP aul

apparently teachesthe contrary. Christ hasreconciled usto the father w ithout our

cooperation.O urconversion,ourcom m itm enttoChristicannotadd anythingto thew orkof

Christ.

Godknew andknow sthathisprogram ofsalvationw illbesuccessful.Heisgoingtoassignthe

righteousnessofChristtothepeoplew hom hehasforeordained tobecom ehischildren.But

w hatdoeshedotoconvey hissalvationtohispeople? Althoughm anspiritually islikeastone

oradead stum p,he neverthelessisaliving being.N ow ,w hat happens,ifGod w antsan

individualhum anbeingtobesaved? Firstofall,hebringshim thegospel,thatChristhasdone
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everything.S econd,God through the Holy S piritopensup m an’sheartso thatthisparticular

m an can understand w hat the Gospelsays,just like L ydia,the lady w ho w aspresent w hen

P aulw aspreachingthegospelinP hilippi.T heL ordopenedherheart,“ thatsheattendedunto

the thingsw hich w ere spoken ofP aul” (Acts16:15).W e can see the resultofw hatGod had

donew ithher:S hepayedattentiontow hatP aulw aspreaching.P auldidnotcallhertom ake

adecision,neitherdid she decideto believe in Jesus.S hedid notlookatherself,shedid not

analyzeherfeelings,butshew asfixinguponthew ordpreached.T hatistheattitudeoffaith,

and thusby faith she w assaved.Although she w illfully heard w hat P aulw assaying and

althoughinherheartsheassented tothethingspreached and althoughshefinally trusted in

w hatshehadheard,itw asGod’sw orkinherheart.S hedidnotproducefaithoutofherow n,

butshereliedupontheprom isesoftheGospel.“ Faithcom ethby hearing,andhearingby the

w ordofGod” (R om 10:17).

T he love ofChrististhusvisible in the factthathe gave hislife forus,thathe hassaved us,

thathe hasthusreconciled usw ith God him selfand thatw e undeservedly participate in the

salvation.

Ihavespokeninterm sofpredestination,and onem ay betem pted toraisethequestion:Am

Ireally foreordainedtoheirofsalvation? W earenotallow edtospeculateonthissubject.W e

should m uchm oreturntow hattheS cripturesareclearly saying:T hatGod w ants“ allm ento

be saved and to com e unto the know ledge ofthe truth” (1T im 2:4).T hus,each ofusm ay

derive and believe thatGod w antsthe salvation ofeach ofusalso.W e should also hearthe

fam ousw ord ofJesus:“ ForGod so loved the w orld thathe gave hisonly begotten S on,that

w hosoeverbelievethinhim shouldnotperish,buthaveeverlastinglife” (Jn3:16).P leasenote

thattheloveGod leadsustofaithinChrist.

3.M orethanconquerors

W hatisthechallengefortheChristian? W hatkind ofproblem sdoeshehavetoface? P aulis

giving alist offactorsw hich m ay threaten the Christian: tribulation,distress,persecution,

fam ine,nakedness,perilorsw ord.W eshouldberealist:T hoseofusw hoarelivinginw estern

societies,undernorm alcircum stancesw illnotbe threatened by death penalty.M aybe,that

they w illsufferpoverty.M aybe,thatthey w illhave lessincom e than the m ajority ofpeople

am ong w hich they are living.T heireconom ic situation m ay be poor.But theirlife isnot

endangered by the society they are living in.T his,how ever,isnot the case in m any other

countries,w hereprotestantChristianity iseitherforbiddenordiscrim inated.Asyou know ,in

m any m uslim countries,becom ingaChristianm eanstobethreatenedby death,ifnotby the

state,then by one’skinship.W ecould adducem any exam plesofthiskind.In m uslim asw ell

asin com m unist countries,being aChristian can be asdangerousasP aulputsit.Christians

m ay lose theirrightto exist;they really m ay be “ accounted assheep forthe slaughter” .But

nevertheless,also in open societiesbeing aChristian m ay be the cause ofdiscrim ination.I

w ould liketocallyourattentiontotw obasicchallenges:

(1)T heresistanceofthereligiousw orld
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T he gospelofgrace isam essage w hich provokescontradiction on the side ofthe religious

ones.T hey are follow ing theirhum anist pattern ofthought and considerthe relationship

betw eenGodandm antobearecom penseorder:Godrecom pensesm anforhisbenevolence,

forhisdecisionforChristorforhiseffortsinsanctification.R eligiouspeoplew ould thinkthat

w ay.T hey are fond ofthe ideathat m an can m anage hisreligiousactivitiesaccording to a

givenorder.

T hebestexam plearethe Jew sin theT im eofthe N ew T estam ent.T hey tried to securetheir

salvationby theirw orks.T hey considered thelaw ofM osestobethew ay to God. P aulsays:

“ they have azealof God,but not according to know ledge” (R om 10:2). T hey did not

understand thatthelaw w asgiventothem touncovertheirsinsand toshow them thatthey

w ere lost,in orderthatthey w ould seektheirrighteousnessin the prom isesofGod and by

faith.

Verysim ilarisR om anCatholicism .Itcallsm antocooperatew ithGod.Godhassavedm ankind

inChrist,butsalvationislikeastockoratreasureunderthejurisdictionoftheR om anS ystem .

S oyou m ustfirstofallbecom eam em beroftheR om anChurch,you m ustacceptitsrules,you

m ustparticipate in the sacram ents,you m ustlive agodly life,and ifyou fallin sin,you m ust

confessitand gettheabsolutionby thepriest.You m ustthusliveinfullcom m unionw iththe

church and take heed ofyour religiouseveryday duties. R eligiouspeople w ho seriously

practicetheirpiety,areinterested inw orks.T hey w anttobeaddressedby w hatthey cando,

they w anttobeshow nhow they canm anagetheirreligiousengagem ent.

IsthereagreatdifferencetoevangelicalChristianity? Doesnottheaverageevangelicalthink

that he hasbecom e a Christian by inviting Jesusin hisheart and by obeying to his

com m andm entsineveryday life? DoeshenotthinkthatGod blesseshim forstrivingactively

to live aholy life? Doeshe notconsiderthathisrelationship to God isarecom pense order,

too? O fcourse,hew illsaythateverythingisbygraceandbyfaithandonlythroughChrist,but

basically hetrustsin w hathehasdoneand w hatheisdoing:in hisdecision forChristand in

hiscom m itm ent to live aChristian life.M uch m ore,because he thinksthat he hasinvited

Christtocom eintohisheart,hebelievesthatChristisw ithinhim ,thathegotdivinelife,divine

pow erw ithin him self,and thushe considershim selfto beborn again,to be arealChristian.

He triesto find the reality ofhisChristian beingw ithin him selfand thuslooksto him self,he

analyseshisfeelings,hisaffects,hism otivesand hisperform ance in Christian living.But he

thusnolongerlivesby faith,butby hisw orks.Andifheishonest,hew illadm itthatw hatever

hedoes,isim perfectanddoesnotcopew ithw hatGod com m andshim todo.

Ifyou tellhim ,thathecannotbebornagainby ahum anand im perfectdecision,thatbeinga

Christian isnotby one’sw ill,butby thegraceofGod and by God’ssovereign election,and if

you tellhim thatallhiseffortsdonotdraw theblessingofGoduponhim ,you w illpulltherug

outfrom underhim .He w illreactoffensive,hew illblam e thatpreacherorChristian fornot

takingseriously thecom m andm entsofthe Bible.T hus,in theoutcom e,apreacherm ay lose

hisem ploym ent in aparticularchurch,he m ay be forced to leave hism inistry and lookfor

anotherjob.Ifhestilllivesby faithandtrustsintheL ord,hisfellow Christiansm ay reactw ith
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envy and talkofhim inanegativew ay.P erhapsthey w illavoid furthercontactw ithhim ,and

the outcom e isthat thism an hasto suffer isolation,excom m unication and negative

reputation.But he w illtrust in the L ord that he isw ith him ,that he loveshim and that he

providesw hateverhew illneed.

(2)T heresistanceoftheatheistw orld.

Anotherproblem w e have to face in the w estern w orld ispublicatheism .It startsw ith the

theory ofevolution,by w hich m an hopesto explain the existence ofthew orld w ithoutGod.

You know thatthishasbecom epopular.T heChristian,w hobelievesincreation,isconsidered

tobeafossil,arelicofapastage.

“ T here isprobably no God.N ow stop w orrying and enjoy yourlife” w asthe m otto on 800

Britishbuses.R ichardDaw kins,afam ousevolutionary biologistand atheistauthorsupported

thatcam paign.Itshow sthatevolutionistakenasanexcusefornotbelievinginGod.Itopens

thedoorforalifeby w hichm anindependently determ inesw hatheis,w hatarehisaim sand

w hat he isgoing to do. He thinksthat there isno God by w hom he w illbe called to

responsibility.T histype ofthoughthasequipped itselfby aseem ingly scientificw orld view ,

w hile science isdefined to explain the w orld w ithout God and that the appealto God is

unscientific by definition.T husaChristian w ho w antsto do ajob in naturalsciencesand

believesincreationissoontakenasanhereticandw illbeexcom m unicatedfrom thescientific

com m unity.Butthisisam inorproblem .

Atheisthum anism ispropagatinggenderm ainstream ingprogram s,iturgespeopleto accept

hom osexuality,itconsidersthe traditionaldualistview ofm en and w om en to be repressive

and aconstruct ofapatriarchalsociety,isdeniesbiologicaldifferencesbetw een m en and

w om en and teachesthat“ m an” and “ w om an” are only differentroles,w hich by nature are

exchangeable.

W ecanseeby theseexam plesthathum anism (1)deniescreatedreality,thebiologicaldesign

ofm en and w om en,and thatit(2)deniesthatthe abuse ofthe created orderissin against

the com m andm entofGod.In thiscontext,Christiansare notblam ed forliving according to

thecom m andm entsofGod,butinsom ecountriestheycanbeblam edifthecriticizehum anist

thought.

Futherm ore,the Christian istem pted to follow the m odern hum anistim age ofm an.Itisthe

im agew hichS igm undFreudhasdeveloped,accordingtow hichm anisdrivenbasically bytw o

irrationalorsubconsciousdrives:eros(sex)andthanatos(deathordestruction).Itm eansthat

m an isnot the m asterofhisactsby consciousnessorthoughtfulness,but these irrational

drives.T histypeofthoughthasbecom eom nipresent.You canseeitinfilm s,inpedagogics,in

jurisdiction,inlegislation,inourentireculture.L ivinginsuchaw orld,theChristianfeelsthat

he istem pted by hislusts.But,according to the scriptures,he w illactin w isdom and resist.

Hew illpracticehissexuality w ithinhism atrim ony andnotoutsideofit.
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N eitherphysicalpersecution norsocialdiscrim ination norself-denialdo lead to pleasant

feelings.T hey do notconvey fun.Buton the otherhand,Jesussaid:“ Blessed arethey w hich

are persecuted forrighteousness’ sake:fortheirsisthe kingdom ofheaven.Blessed are ye,

w hen m en shallrevile you,and persecute you,and shallsay allm annerofevilagainst you

falsely,form y sake.R ejoice,and beexceedingglad:forgreatisyourrew ard inheaven:forso

persecutedtheytheprophetsw hichw erebeforeyou” (M t5,10-12).N ow ,how shouldw eface

theseconflicts? W hatisthebiblicalw ay?

(1)Intheconflictw hichtheChristianhastoface,heisfirstofallcalledtobepatient,tosuffer,

toendureand torem ainsteadfast,w heneverheistem pted todeny Christ,beitby w ordsor

deeds.Hew illtrustintheL ordthathew illsecurehisright,beithereorbeitthere.Heiscalled

toperceivehissituationthroughbytheeyesoffaith.T hushem ay sufferthathem ay befined

to pay acertain sum orto be putin jail.By faith,he w illacceptthe isolation,and thatother

peopledo notgreethim oravoid him .P aulshow sforththisattitudeby w hatheisw ritingto

the R om ans: “ And not only so,but w e glory in tribulationsalso: know ing that tribulation

w orketh patience; and patience,experience; and experience,hope: And hope m aketh not

asham ed;because the love ofGod isshed abroad in ourheartsby the Holy Ghost w hich is

givenuntous” (R om 5:3-5).L etm ecom m entthatthelastversedoesnotspeakaboutthelove

w hich the Christian hasgottow ardsGod,asm any exegetesputit,buton the contrary,itis

the love ofGod tow ardsus,ofw hich the Holy S piritassuresus.T he assurance ofGod’slove

tow ardsusisthedecisivefactorw hichm akesusbecom econquerors.

(2)W e norm ally think that aconquerorisstrong,successfuland victorious.He defeatshis

enem ies.T hism ay bethe casein thisw orld,w here m ilitary pow erispresentand by w hich a

m ilitary leaderbecom esthew innerofthebattle.InChristianlife,itisdifferent.P aulsaysthat

w e are m ore than conquerors.L etussee,thatChrist becam e the victorby being defeated,

that is,being arrested,sentenced to death,crucified and finally buried.Itw asGod him self,

w ho w oke him up and m ade him son ofGod in pow erand w ho gave him eternalglory w ith

respect to ourfallen w orld.In asim ilarw ay w e also becom e m ore than conquerors.W e

already here are assured thatdiscrim ination orpersecution are thingsofthe w orld present.

T hey w illhaveanend.Asw elooktoprom isesofGod,w eareassured inourhopeand know ,

thatChristw illdojusticetousandthathew illdefeatalsothedevilandhisinfluence.S o,the

strength ofthe conquerorconsistsin patience and hope,by w hich that,w hich affectsus,

becom esharm less.

(3)S o w e are called to live in thisw orld asforeignersand sojourners,asP etersays: Dearly

beloved,Ibeseechyou asstrangersandpilgrim s,abstainfrom fleshly lusts,w hichw aragainst

the soul; Having yourconversation honest am ong the Gentiles: that,w hereasthey speak

againstyou asevildoers,they m ay by yourgoodw orks,w hichthey shallbehold,glorify Godin

theday ofvisitation” (1P t2:11-12).T hatdoesnotm ean thatw e give up ourhousesand live

in tents.M uch m ore,w e w illuse thisw orld in due w ay,butw e w illnotbecom e dependant

upon it.Finally,theunbelievingw orld w illhave to give testim ony thataChristian haslived a
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godlylife,w hentheyw illbesum m onedtothegreattribunalofChrist.Itw illbeforthehonour

oftheChristianandfordishonourofthosew hodid eviltothem .

Am en.


